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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH 
AL - RAHMAN (THE BENEFICENT) 
AL - RAHIM (THE MERCIFUL) 


PREFACE 


The original text of the Holy Quran is still preserved entirely 
in every respect of its original language word by word. Records 
and order of the revelation of the Holy Quran were so faithfully 
made such that as time marches on one can say and report with 
precision, the actual place and time of revelation of each verse. 


For such reasons it is known everywhere that the Holy 
Quran has retained its purity without the least change up to now. 


The language of the Book is the living Arabic. This is 
generally not the case with regard to old and extinct languages. 
Moreover, there is no fear of mixing the Holy Quran with human 
interpretations, or even with the Traditions of the Prophet. In 
this sense Allah says what means: 


Lo ! We even We, revealed Al - Zikr (the Holy Quran) and 
verily We are its Guardian. 


- Al - Hijr (9) -. 
nas t Dike Ay; Fardy ey 


Amongst the facts concerning the Holy Quran is that it is 
regarded as the principal source of Islam. It lays down the law of 
the relation of man to Allah, and includes the fundamentals of 
the principles governing the human race, Allah the Al-Mighty 
says what means: 


So set your purpose for religion as a man by nature 
upright - the nature framed by Allah, in which He has created 
people; there is no altering to Allah’s creation; that is the right 
religion but most people know not. 


- Al- Room (The Romans) (30) -. 


ga Lo katie grants 


ae tease 


(Tr) eat <D aks NAH | 5s gill Lat ans 


No translation whatever, into English or any other language, 
can do justice to the magnificent Arabic poetic style of the Holy 
Quran, Allah the Almighty says what means: 


And so We have revelad to you Arabic Quran. 
- Al - Shura (7) -. 
bce 6 od 6 00 meee ek oo poe 
(¥) wap 4 GF DC VSG » 


; In fact, any verses selected as examples in any book of this 
series are mainly of simplified nature and may not give exact idea 
of the passages which fill the Holy Quran with spiritual power. 


UNIVERSALITY OF 
ISLAM 


I. THE VOCATION OF MAN BETWEEN THE LAW 
OF PEOPLE AND THE LAW OF ALLAH. 


History tells us that the outstanding success which Prophet 
Muhammad (prayers and peace be upon him) achieved, within 
the limited time of twénty - three years, is ranked as the 
completion of the most supreme effort with no parallel. An entire 
change in the thought and behaviour of a whole generation 
towards goodness and godliness had been realized by a single 
man ! 


In addition to that, the almost unlimited teachings of ethical, 
moral and spiritual values which his message set up into motion, 
still march on in the Muslim world. 


The Holy Quran is basically addressed to intelligent and 
understanding individuals. It invites man to observe carefully 
everything round him in existence and thus to reflect upon it 
carefully. Knowledge acquired by the Holy Quran is of the 
highest rank. To acquire it, purity in faith and concentration of 
mind are both essential prerequisites. In this respect the Book 
says for example what means : 

1 - Andwhen the Quran is recited give ear to it and pay heed that 
you may be offered mercy. 
- Al - Aaraf (204) - . 
Zed seca d be Seed coed ote g Bago 
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2 - They only are the (true) believers whose hearts feel fear when 
Allah is mentioned, and when His revelations are recited to them 
they increase in faith and they trust in their Master. 


- Al - Anfal (2) - 
$5 LHS LIA > 


ees dhe ge PM be ote 
ss) le ek SUG HE cle ail 
Bra (OSS BO 


Fairly enough, it is expected that the Book, provided it is 
properly understood, would lead to discoveries concerning the 
secrets of nature. At the same time careful study of nature will 
help in the proper interpretation and understanding of the Book. 
Naturally, as human knowledge advances the Holy Quran 
unfolds itself gradually, Allah the Almighly says what means : 


3- We shall show them Our portents in the horizons (vast 
extensions) and in themselves until it becomes manifested to 
them that it (the Holy Quran is the truth.) 


- Fussilat (53) - 


Spel a BIG jE gs o> 


Ph oe cicee 


(er) ohas «ganas 


Il. ISLAM A UNIVERSAL ATTITUDE 


From the first moment anyone embraces Islam (the noble 
message of universal fraternization) his race, colour and national- 
ity sink into insignificance before the vast conception of humanity 
and equality for which Islam opens his mind. For example the 
Holy Quran says what means : 


1 - O mankind; We created you from a single (pair) of male and 
female and made you into nations and tribes that you may know 
each other; the most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is the 
most righteous; for sure Allah is all knowing and all reckoning. 


- Al - Hujurat (13) - 


(\Y) otpaaut 


2 - Say O followers of the Book come to a proposition equitable 
between you and us, that we shall not worship any but Allah and 
that we shall not take others for masters besides Him. 


- Al - Imran (64) -. 


(AE) Glee Ji 


3- In the name of Allah, Al- Rahman (the Beneficent), 
Al- Rahim (the Most Merciful). All praise is due to Allah 
Master of all the worlds. Al- Rahman (the Beneficent) Al - 
Rahim (the most Merciful). Owner of the Day of Judgement 
You, do we worship and Your aid do we seek, Guide us on the 
straight way. The way on whom you has bestowed Your grace, 
neither of those upon whom wrath is brought down, nor of those 
who go astray. 


- Alfatiha - (1-7). 


CANS i XLT 


ete ne mae kori 


(Vv -\) daw 


The seminal principles, and even the real basis of Islamic 
economies declare that the earth is Allah's own property. This 
principle, however, is a self- evident fact since originally Allah 
alone created the eaith - No body whoever can arrogate its 
possession to himself or rather can claim that he was the creator. 
All the human beings were, and are still, created out of its very 
dust and water (mud or clay). The Holy Quran says what means : 


1 - From it (the earth) did We create you and into it shall We 
return. you back...). 


- Taha (55) -. 
US meee sesitinnn Sig Gb RE 


2- And Allah has produced you from the earth growing 
gradually. Then into it He returns you back...) 


- Nooh (17 - 18) -. 
use aera 
YT pel aly > 
(\A-1V) ose © Satcenectensteeadelle Ub oe ¢ ge 


3 - .... He (Allah) has produced you from the earth and settled 
you therein...) 


- Hood (61) -. 


obecer > 


€ Sicdemineee: (o SELG NT 


(41) 9 


4- And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth... 


- Al - Imran (189) -. 


ake. 


a Cg tater 
(YN) at DQ cee csecceteseeeeees VG fot ol. a, > 


Allah offered us the earth to dwell in, after being prepared 


by Him to yield its riches to man, provided man knows how to 
handle this gift properly, Allah the Almighty says what means: 


5 - And indeed We have written in Al - Zaboor (David’s Book) 
after being written in Al - Zikr (the Old Testament) that the 
earth is inherited by My worshippers who are fit for its goodness 
(to populate it). 


- Al - Anbiyaa (105) - . 


(ee) etuuys txt) Sprint Gale CY GENTS 
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Ill. PEACE IN ISLAM 


Peace means in Arabic the word (salam). The same word is 
amongst the names of Allah, as well as the name of the Paradise 
as quoted by the Holy Quran. The same word (salam) is also the 
common salutation of greeting in Islam. 


1 - For them is Dar Al - Salam (dwelling of peace) granted to 
them by their Master and He is their Sustainer in recompense for 
their works. 


- Al - Anaam (127) - 
Pre de 
33 pt > 

crerete 2 tees SL 2 

(Y1¥) pissy ED Ope LE pals yay pp be Lt 
2 - And Allah calls to Dar Al - Salam (the abode of peace) and 

He guides whom He wishes into the right way. 

- Yunus (25) - 
GG A 5 LSS YILILEG y 

F F a wrt 
(¥8) yaige De + bo 


Contrary to what appears to occur today by some fanatics in 
their efforts to propagate Islam, Muslim advocates have to act in 
complete compliance with Allah’s words which mean: 


Summon you to the way of thy Master with wisdom and with 
proper advice and argue them in the kindest manner: your 
Master best knows those who stray from His way and He best 
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knows those who have yielded to His guidance. 


- Al - Nahl (125) - . 


(es LEB SE SLED 


i t 
oe blp dist ola gh tees 
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Muslim advocates never forced anybody to embrace Islam. 
They fought only for defence and to ensure or realize peace. 


Again, it is accepted that good and evil are inherent in the 
human race, but still there is a strife between them in the 
individual as well as in the society. For this reason, Jslam allows 
conditional warfare mainly to repel the aggression. 


Islam also stimulates the faculties of the mind to the proper 
discharge of their functions and to arouse them to the activity for 
which they are created, notably to acquire immunity against 
teachings which, being inconsistent with man’s life and nature, do 
not stand to reason. For example. one reads in the Holy Quran 
what means: 


1 - O man, consider your food. We cause rain to pour down in 
copious measures. Then We cleave the earth into clefts; and We 
cause grain to grow in it; and grapes and clover; and the olive and 
the palm; and gardens of various trees; and fruit and herbage; for 
your own benefit and for your cattle. 


- Abasa (24 - 32)- - 


Pree vars. 


6233 @ & 5 te 


Leo . eects 
gat 
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Does this not urge man to reflect on the way his food is 
produced? Is it not part of the science now called (botany) ! 


2- Do they not (the unbelievers) contemplate the Kingdom of 
the Heavens and the Earth and all things that Allah has created 
and consider that peradventure their death may be drawing 
near,? So in what sort of book after it (the Holy Qur4n) will they 
believe? 


- Al - Araf (185) -. 


- oD cnet 


NG SESE GET > 


ig 
2d Bees eh ote 


oe me sb pote! 


(\Ae) yey 


3 - Have they not journeyed through the earth and seen what has 
been the end of those who came before them? They were, by far 
mightier and they broke up the earth (for water and minerals) 
and rendered the land more populous and prosperous and their 
apostles came to them with evident proofs of their missions, yet 
Allah would not wrong them but they wronged themselves. 


- Al - Room (9) - 


2 Pe eee eae M8 oe he cares 


36 ESI \p kes ahd D> 


13 


ee Pere 2 hee Fob sed Zebedee 


& 
4 Faded + te eee: 
Day Fy Se TI Oy 555 te ETE gS 


eer eee MSS ppt aio cigettiede 
BE AT gle ctl ay GST 
eK pred ddE pede ee Fe we 
oe (OSE HOES a 


For sure, people to whom such revelation could be given 
(Muslims), would not escape understanding technical expeditions 
to investigate the conditions and status in the past nations. Such 
investigations naturally lead to the study of (history) and 
(sociology). 


True Islam, thus, urges its followers to study and investigate 
all sides of Allah’s creations in heavens and on earth. During the 
first few hundred years that followed the revelation Muslims did 
so. That glorious age was soon followed by the spreading out of 
misleading thought and degeneration. 


The present atmosphere of religion (faith) is almost satu- 
rated with diversity, divergence and even enmity! But, however, 
Islam invites those who are votaries and believers to come to one 
principle comprising : 


1 - Worshipping Allah only. 

2- Joining hands. 

3 - Progress and civilization are not other names for differentia- 
tion. 


In the tribal days, when the world was in its primitive stages 
homogenity worked well in every family. Every person did 
almost everything for himself, and cared for the needs of his 
family only. There prevailed stagnation with almost no progress. 


By some way or another, man gradually came to discover the 


14 


value of division of labour. Occupations were ultimately given to 
different units of one and the same family. Villages came into 
existence and grew into towns and cities, which, brought 
together, gave birth to countries... 


The question thus arises : 


If this represents the natural way of progress in our material life, 
why should it not apply to religion? Certainly, religion is higher 
and nobler than that. It is something elevating. Its essence 
comprised and impulsed into (morality) and (ethics), which in 
turn sublimated into the so-called (soul). In other words, religion 
turned our deadly and vanishable materialism into alive and 
eternal spirituality. The history of religions is, therefore, a 
history of the development of ethreal specks into ethics, and 
variety in religion is merely a result of natural progress and 
development of mental and spiritual thought. 


The world of our day is, however, on the move to 
universality. All the congresses, conferences and international 
leagues are mere hankering of man towards universal Brother- 
hood. 


Again, as regards differences in religion, the common 
feature is that every person believes that only his faith came from 
Allah! This belief is most emphasized by some fanatics pretend- 
ing to devote themselves to religion. However, this state of 
affairs went on for centuries, and unfortunately it goes up to now. 


Allah makes no difference between the individuals. He 
knows no distinction between races, colours... Every one of us is 
responsible for his own deeds only in the present earthly life. 
Allah made the same earth, the same sun and the same moon to 
benefit the world. He says in the Holy Quran what means: 


Surely those who believe (the Muslims) and those who 
follow the Jewish (Scriptures) and the Sabians and the Christians, 
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of them who believe in Allah and the Last Day and work 
righteousness shall have their reward with their Master : On 
them shall be neither fear nor shall they grieve. 


- Al - Maida (69) - . 
Spa Gita li cSt» 


aioe Atapil ails ab ot 


pea 
te 0 ose Lee ae 
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Evidently, it is Islam which declared these Gospels of uni- 
versalism, for the first time in history, in order to bring different 
religions into closer good relations of fraternity. 


Surely, every nation has been given a Messenger from Allah, 
and there has been no class of people but had its Warner from 
Allah. The Holy Quran says what means : 


1- And for sure We have sent in every nation an apostle...) 


- Al - Nahi (36) 


dz elo. pees ecce 


(13) daa € > Vesela i» 


2-... There has been no race (of people) but had its Warner 
(from Allah). 


- Fatir (23) -. 
ET OETA Ca 
CF) pole 4D LS we YG! po, sa isteaderoacpicaneieens > 
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3,- Say*(youw Muslims), we believe in Allah and (in) that which 
has. been revealed to us and (in) that which has been revealed to 
Tbrahim and Ismail and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes and (in) 
that which was given to Moses and Jesus and (in) that which was 
given to the Prophets from their Master; we do not make any 
distinction between any of them, and to Him we submit. 


- Al- Bagara (136) -. 
Len GSAT YS Fin ai Eis Bh 
ase Gs LONG Os 35 Juels 
AEM niets led 
Sh phen site 


(\Y3) dyhuli 4 Bone WA ee 


Muslims therefore find no difficulty in accepting the Divine 
origin of every other religion besides Islam, Allah The Almighty 
says what means: 


All people were a single nation, so Allah raised Prophets as 
bearers of Good News and as Warners and He revealed with 
them the Book with truth...). 


- Al - Bagara (213) -. 


fog ceeche ogeh ae 
al Ca bday dal UT 
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Undoubtedly, ail of us are worshipping one and the same 
God, Who is the common source of all guidance to the human 
race. No two revealed religions, in their original purity, could 
ever minister to humanity principles contradictory or baneful 
teachings to human salvation. Allah the Almighty says what 
means: 


Say you believers in the different Books; come to a rightful 
agreement between us and you : not to worship except Allah and 
not to associate with Him any other thing.... 


- Al - Imran (64) - 

ed pecs veer wee en teres ene coher oP 
KE oT OF Ii At ed 

foc ab aeeeet eter ch 

(AE) alae BE rrr Beg SY, at Y ay! 
In Islam one is supposed to live mainly in order to work out 
what is conductive to the best interests of his people and of 


humanity in general, in terms of obeying Allah and not going 
astray Allah the Almighty says what means: 


Say, for sure my prayers and my sacrifices and my life and 
my death are all for Allah the Master of the worlds. 


- Al- Anaam (163) - 


> 
(Yat) play! < EAS OES SF Se 


The Holy Quran is, in fact, the outstanding present support 
for the truthfulness of most of the Prophets. For example, the 
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fact that Jesus had no father receives convincing defense from the 
Holy Quran... 


Let us do away with the gulf separating followers of the 
various creeds. Let us kill our disputes in adoration of Allah, and 
worship ONE AND THE SAME GOD ONLY. 


Certainly Allah does not forgive associating others with Him 
and forgives lesser sins to whom He pleases. 


- Al - Nisaa (48) - 


“5g BNI > 


(4A) elaaatl 4S 45330 


Most of the troubles can be got over through worshipping 
one God. This is the natural, universal and ideal religion. In this 
sense Allah addresses Prophet Mahummad ( prayers and peace 
be upon him) by saying what means: 


And We have not raised you but for all the peoples as bearer 
of Good News and as warner. 


- Sabaa (28) - 


(VA) Ge 


THE MUSLIM WOMAN 
I. VEIL 


The position of women in the Islamic Society is unique and 
outstanding according to the teachings of the Holy Quran. 
Adultery is strictly prohibited and fundamentals of decency and 
good behaviour are proclaimed. There is not a single verse which 
orders (harim life). Even conservative authorities do not feel it 
hecessary to communicate the Turks or the Iranians in this 
respect. Most of them have already given up seclusion. 


To cover, by any dress, certain parts of our bodies which are 
not normally left naked is essential, but still the Holy Quran gives 
priority to the spiritual dress of decency and good behaviour. 
Allah the Almighty says what means: 


O sons of Adam We did send down upon you dresses not to 
be naked and feathers and the dress of good behaviour and fear 
from Allah which is the best; such are of the signs of Allah that 
they may reckon. 


- Al -Araf (26) - 


(10) ev 


It happened that in order to assure protection for the wives 
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of the Prophet (prayers and peace be upon him) and for members 
of the families of the early Muslims when they mingled with the 
people in Al - Madina, which was a centre for numerous groups 
of unbelievers, the Holy Quran said what means: 


O Prophet say to your wives and your daughters and the 
women of the believers that they draw together their over- 
garments; this will be more proper, that they may be known and 

_ thus they will not face trouble, and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. 


- Al - Ahzab (59) - 


(o4) olay 


However, there is a verse of direct concern with the problem 
of veil. This verse says what means: 


Say to the believing men that they should cast down their 
looks and guard their private parts, that is purer for them; surely 
Allah is aware of what they do. And say to the believing women 
that they should cast down their looks and guard their private 
parts and not display their ornaments except what appears there- 
of, and let them wear their headcoverings over their bosoms, and 
not display their ornaments except to their husbands or their 
fathers or the fathers of their husbands, or their sons, or their 
sister’s sons, or their women, or those whom their right hands 
possess, or the male servants not having need (of women), or the 
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children who have not attained knowledge of what is hidden of 
women, and let them not strike their feet so that what is hidden 
of their ornaments may be Known, and turn to Allah all of you, O 
believers, so that you may be successful. 


Al - Noor (30 - 31)- 


- 2 Naan PD o aeeee s cet 
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The interpretation of learned Islamic commentators regards 
the word (ornaments) as referring to both jewellery and fancy 
articles of clothing. The phrase (let them not strike their feet) is 
interpreted as an order to refrain from rattling their anklets or 
any thing that might suggest a lascivious glance. 


Il. MARRIAGE 


Muslim women sometimes sacrifice independence of action, 
notably marriage, to gain social prestige. In Islam, however, 
there is no specific age for the marriage of adult girls, but, related 
to the modern ideal of marriage, which is determined by the 
choice of the individual and not the arrangement of parents, is 
the marked trend towards a suitable marriage age for girls. 
Generally, the ideal of marriage by individual choice leads to a 
later marriage age. 


In the Middle East and in the Near East, recent studies 
indicate that generally in the upper classes, notably among the 
educated, the age of marriage tends to be higher than in the 
lower classes. 


Throughout the East, parents, especially mothers, are 
usually afraid that the daughter’s marriage chances jeopardize if 
postponed beyond the usual custom of the country, or even the 
family. Generally speaking, in most countries the legal age of 
marriage for girls exceeds sixteen years and for boys it exceeds 
eighteen years of age. 


Polygamy is permitted in Islam, but ‘only under very strict 
conditions. THis is also the case with divorce. Polygamy is limited 
to those who can live on good terms and care for the family they 
already have charge of. Lack of sons or sterility are the inevitable 
causes for the husband’s second or third marriage. The Holy 
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Quran says in this respect what means: 


1-.... And marry women of your (own) choice, two or three or 
four, but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly with 
them then only one... 


- Al- Nisaa (3)- 


CELE AAC pent y 
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2 - And you will never be able to deal justly with women even 
if you are keen to be so.... 


- Al - Nisaa (129) - 


(V4) stash @ ++ 
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Polygamy and divorce bear a close relationship in regard to 
the problem of prestige, and they are now no longer cosidered 
quite respectable. 


Generally, by nature, the normal man excels the normal 
woman Allah the Almighty says what means: 


Men are the mantainers of women, because Allah has made 
some to excel others; and because they (men) spend out of their 
property; the good women are therefore pious, guarding in the 
absence ( of their men) what Allah has ordained.... 


- Al - Nisaa (34)-. 


GL fps Jey 
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According to Islam, Muslim women have the right to include 
in the marriage contract certain articles on which they may be 
granted a divorce according to their demand. 


The great majority of Muslim women prefer not to be 
independent wage - earners, but by working in their houses they 
always contribute to the income of their families. The Muslim 
woman from this point of view is an economic asset to her home, 
but still not generally economically independent. 
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Ill. STATUS OF THE MUSLIM WOMAN. 


Before the age of Science, religion has always been the 
effective tool for social action. In the earlier days of Islam, the 
Prophet (prayers and peace be upon him) was inspired by the 
ideal of elevating the position of women of his day and improving 
social conditions without violating the prevailing concept of 
masculine superiority. The teachings of the Holy Quran repre- 
sented social reform movement against the existing practices 
which were significant for those days, and so included mainly : 


1- Abolition of infanticide. 

2- Putting limits and restrictions to polygamy. 
3- Protection of widows and orphans. 

4- Declaration of marriage contract. 

5 - Establishment of inheritance right to women. 
6- Bounds of veil to the purpose. 


At present, in the light of scientific progress, which is also 
the message of Islam, vast changes have taken place in the 
position of the Muslim women. These changes represent phases 
of fundamental renaissance including : 


1 - Educational opportunities. 

2- Occupying various jobs. 

3 - Widening of the field of woman’s interest beyond the four 
walls of her home. 


Some authorities now argue that harmonizing the spirit of 
Islam with modern thought represents various stages of advance. 
Nevertheless, almost all Muslims recoginze the authority of Islam 
to determine the bounds of social progress. 
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In the last few decades Al-Azhar authorities in Egypt 
achieved the foundation of several new faculties under the name 
of “Al - Azhar University”, which is responsible for teaching 
boys and girls, separated, modern languages, science, literature, 
medicine, agriculture and engineering.. 


Naturally, lines of welfare and philanthropy, care of 
orphans, charity affairs, simple embroidery, workshops... and 
employment scheme, furnish the objectives for societies or clubs 
of high - class women as organizers. However, education of 
women now furnishes the motif concerning group action amongst 
women, notably those who became ministers. 


Finally, according to the spirit and teachings of Islam, 
Muslim women have keenly became aware of their responsibility 
to promote peace, and the Muslim educated woman already 
assumes her responsibility as a world wide citizen. 


Once more, the major factor in the decline of the Muslim 
civilization was the closing of the Door of Regeneration, notably 
in the woman world after being mingled with several old customs 
in the various countries reached by the Muslims. For such 
reasons Muslim authorities now have to do their best in order to 
direct the course of events into the true Muslim virtues for the 
good of the world at large. 


28 


FAITH 
A NECESSITY 


I. THE MEANING OF FAITH IN ISLAM 


Faith is regarded as the base and first outstanding principle 
in Islam. The Prophet (prayers and peace be upon him) had to 
stay about thirteen years at the beginning of his mission to affirm 
this principle. His common definition of faith (as Tradition) is 
that : (Faith is something embedded in the heart and justified by 
deeds and bahaviour. 


As a matter of extreme regret, one observes that nowadays, 
faith has been widely misunderstood and Islam has been greatly 
misconceived by various numerous agglomerations of Muslims 
going rather astray. Amongst these are : 


A- The fanatics who are not righteous followers of the Holy 
Quran which says what means: 


1 - Invite (people) to the way of your Master with wisdom and 
good advice and argue them with the ideal... 


- Al - Nahi (125)- 
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2 - And fight in the way of Allah against those who fight against 
you, but begin not hostility; so Allah loves not the aggressors. 


- Al - Baqara (190). 
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3 - And if they incline to peace incline you also to it and trust in 
Allah; lo; He is the Hearer the Knower. 


- Al- Anfal (61) - 
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4- Do they not ( the unbelievers) contemplate the Kingdom of 
the heavens and the earth and all things that Allah has created 
and consider that peradventure their death may be drawing near; 
in what other book will they believe if they reject it (The 

Quran)?. 
- Al - Aaraf (185) - 
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B - Some of the Prophet’s Traditions, and even the Quranic 
Verses, have been misinterpreted, and led certain agglomera- 
tions of primitive Muslims to go astray and to provide false 
exmples as regards the Muslim communities. 


C- The selfish motives of some of the so -called “religious 


personnel” are responsible - to some extent - for the unhappy 
state of affairs, notably amongst those who blow their trumpets 
as the true followers of Islam!! 


D - Some people, particularly those who know nothing real 
about Islam, call it ‘Muhamadanism, after the name of Muham- 
mad (prayers and peace be upon him). For sure, there is no 
relation whatsoever between the two names. 


Islam is not the monopoly of any man or tribe. All people 
who submit themselves to the will and laws of Allah come within 
its fold and are called Muslims. 


In fact, literally, the word Islam means submisson, of course 
submission to Allah, The Creator, The Almighty, wholehearted- 
ly and with no mental reservation. 


In Books 1, 2 and 3 of this series it has been emphasized and 
made clear that the greater part of the Quranic verses are cosmic 
verses which urge us to discover the secrets of Allah’s creation of 
all sorts of matter and radiation. 


If we look into the universe with a will to understand and 
realize what is behind it, we can at once see that it is governed 
and controlled by (physical laws) which are unaltered neither 
with space nor with time. 


Man, gifted with talents and intelligence, is born and 
brought up under the influence and control of systems which are 
defined by the so-called “human physiology’, and which function 
within the limitations of fixed laws. 


Naturally, the unbelievers do not recognise the above 
mentioned facts, and the indisputable truth behind the universe 
and its laws, which Muslims call Allah, The Almighty. The 
unbelievers dismiss (as fables of the olden times) the fact that 
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Islam is the last righteous religion on earth! They feel ashamed of 
admitting that (Adam) and (Hawa) are our father and mother, as 
the Holy Quran says, and yet they feel proudy of claiming 
themselves to be the descendants of monkeys!! The Holy Quran 
says what means : 


. Those (the unbelievers) are like cattle; nay more 
misguided, for those are the heedless. 


- Al - Aaraf (179) - 
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Now, is it not disappointing and disheartening that man, 
who can. acquire more and more knowledge by progress in 
science, goes astray and unmindful of faith, even nominal faith!? 
Is it not much better to become under the class of people who 
could earn Allah’s pleasure. Let us see what the Holy Quran says 
as examples concerning this matter : 


1 - And when they meet those who believe they say we believe, 
but when they become alone with their devils they say we are 
with you, we were merely jesting. 


- Al- Bagara (14) - 
PEATE GY Er Hii sais SI 5 y 
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2 - Say who is it that sustains you (in life) from the sky and from 
the earth? Or who is it that has power over hearing and sight? 


oe. 


And who is it ‘that brings out the alive from the dead and the dead 
from the alive? And who is it that rules and regulates all affairs? 
They will say Allah; say then will you not show piety (to Allah). 


- Yunus (31) - 
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3- I have not created jinns and men except to worship Me. 


- Al - Thariat (56) - 
(20) ytat «® os rea YAY AY aie > 


Allah has given Holy Books comprising His commandments 
to some of Prophets such as: Musa, Dawood, Issa and 
Muhammad. They had been respectively given the : Tawrah, 
Zaboor, Ingiel and the Quran. 


They all agree about the so-called Last Day. Subsequent to 
that Day, all wise living beings will be brought to trial. It is 
incumbent on everyone to believe that all his good deeds and his 
evil deeds will be considered and weighed. 


In a word, one can say that faith in Islam means to believe 
in : (1) Allah, (2) the Angels of Allah, (3) the Holy Books, (4) 
the Prophets of Allah and (5) the Last Day. 
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In the past times, and to a limited extent at present, people 
worshipped the sun, the moon, the planets, the sea, the fire... 
and even the cow!! All Allah’s prophets invited people to believe 
in the oneness of God, and the Holy Quran records many 
instances when most prophets were rediculed, ignored and even 
persecuted. This used to take place inspite of the fact that each 
prophet came for the enlightenment of his own people and for 
guiding them to the righteous way. Only Muhammad (prayers 
and peace be upon him) came for the good of all the peoples on 
earth. Allah the Almighty says what means: 


And we have not sent you but as a mercy to the worlds. 
- Al - Anbiyaa (107) - 


2 eeehree & 6 seehecs 
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This, naturally, means that every Muslim is invited and 


requested to deliver the message of Islam and to teach it to 
non-muslims in his reach. 


This readily means that the message of Islam in an extended 
responsibity. 


II. GOODNESS OR KINDNESS IN ISLAM 


Goodness or kindness is a natural result of faith and 
outstanding virtues of humanity. The Arabic word in common 
use for goodness is (ihsan), which may stand for several meanings 
such as : excellence in work, charity affairs, bestowing favour, 
mercifulness, doing things well... Another equal word is (birr). 


When a man performs his duty towards Allah and people as 
well, he is regarded in Islam to have done and achieved favour to 
himself. Allah says what means : 


Whoso does good it is for himself and his (soul) and who 
does evil it is against it and your Master is not a tyrant to His 


servants. - Fussilat (46) - 
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Some Muslims argue that (Ihsan) meaning goodness has two 
phases namely: 1- Bestowing favours on others, and 2 - 
Exceflence in work - The Holy Quran quotes what means : 


1- Lo! Allah enjoins justice and kindness... 


- Al- Nahl (90) 


pes Jah mn ain a> 
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Lo ! Allah favours those who go righteously and those who 
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are kind. 


- Al - Nahl (128) - 
19) Set ABLE AGATE AM CMY) 


3-... And be beneficent, for sure Allah loves the beneficent. 
- Al - Bagara (195) - 


& 
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In Islam, however, goodness, in its broadest meaning, is one 
of the highest levels of worship. It is the essence, spirit and 
accomplishment of faith. 


4- Is the reward of goodness aught save goodness?. 
- Al - Rahman (60) - 


(4+) gaat CO SAIN Sa YNIZ ey 


Prophet Muhammad (Allah’s prayers and peace be upon | 
him) said concerning goodness : ( That you worship Allah as if 
you see Him, and if you do not see Him, He sees you ). This 
points out to the absolute presence with Allah, and the necessity 
of bearing Him in mind, to fear, and still to love, Him, and thus 
to submit and become sincere to Him. 


However, Allah knows every thing and He says, for example 
what means: 


1 - We verily created man and We know what his soul whispers to 
him and We are nearer to him than his jugular vein. 


- Qaf (16) - 
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2 - Have you not seen that Allah knows that is in the heavens and 
that is in the earth; there is no secret conference of three but He 
is their fourth, nor of five but He is their sixth, nor of less than 
that or more but He is with them wheresoever they may be, and 
later, on the day of Resurrection, He will inform them of what 
they did. Lo! Allah is Knower of all things. 


- Al - Mujadala (7)- 
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On top of all this, goodness also means spending money in 
aspects of vital importance to the community such that the giver, 
the taker and the whole nation achieve happiness. Allah says 
what means: 


It is not righteousness that you turn your faces to the east 
and the west but righteous is he who believes in Allah and the 
Last Day and the Angels and the Scripture and the Prophets and 
gives wealth, for love of Him, to kinsfolk and to orphans and the 
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needy and the wayfarer and to those who ask and to set slaves 
free, and observes (proper) prayer and pays the poor-due and 
those who keep their covenant when they make one, and the 
patient in tribulation and adversity and time of distress; such are 
they who are sincere; such are the God-fearing. 


(YW) dydalt 


- Al - Bagara (177)- 
oe ode PP ated bee oot 


SAN SS Sep sliy ol > 
AU SIGS Bie SIG SG 


oad IM S65 5255 SS, SIG, 
SL LNG EG KEN, Sle 


LITT SSL LH 35 


wit oe weben, | - fee Pee ee oe 
sal CUTS oe ghally Lage 13) ates 
Pps Bas Paes ee. 


° bes ot o 
PAS ire CMOS! Ol oes 


2 bebe 


«@ Se 


Goodness may also mean originality, depth and accuracy in 
our deeds. This particular meaning is made clear in the Prophet’s 
Tradition, such as : (For sure Allah wishes from anyone of you 
doing something to accomplish it excellently). 


Goodness may also mean giving gallantly, warding off evil 
and paying an ill-deed with a good one. Thus, one reads in the 
Holy Quran what means : 
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i - And the good deed and the evil deed are not alike; repel the 
evil deed with one which is better, then lo ! he between whom 
and you there was enmity (will become) as though he was a 
bosom friend. But none is granted it save those who are 
steadfast and none is granted it save the owner of a great fortune. 


- Fussilat (34 - 35) - 
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2 - It was by the mercy of Allah that you were lenient with them 
(O Muhammad), for if you had been stern and fierce of heart 
they would have dispersed from round about you. 


- Al - Imran (159) - 
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3 - Allah describes the Prophet Muhammad (Allah’s prayers and 
pieace be upon him) in a verse which says what means : 
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You are of a tremendous nature. 


oP eee 
< sabe SE OL Cun 


- Al - Qalam (4) - 


THE MUSLIM THOUGHT 
1 - OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OF ISLAM 


Islam as a religion is distinguished from other religions by an 
outstanding characteristic quality establihsed by the verse which 
says what means : 


Lo. The worst of beasts in Allah’s sight are the deaf, the 
dumb who have no sense. 


- Al - Anfal (22) - 


: ae ee Se 2 
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The verse declares that Islam categorically discards ignor- 
ance from the qualities of faithful Muslims. 


As was made clear before (i Books 1, 2, 3), Islam, in effect, 
combines spiritualism and knowledge comprizing study of the 
material universe . The two form one whole in which knowledge 
is the food and spiritualism is the cure which cannot be effective 
without food. 


Islam fights out ignorance and its teachings urge towards 
enlightenment and scientific research, because it regards science 
the principal means for advancement and proper way for 
civilization. It is the straight way along which the faithful can 
achieve happiness in the earthly life and in the hereafter. In this 
meaning one reads in the Holy Quran what means : 


Dns, jaca Allah will raise those of you who believe (to great 
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and those (of you) who are given knowledge to even higher 
grades of honour... 


- Al - Mujadalah (11) - 


(19) datatt 


2 - And We have brought to them (the unbelievers) a Book We 
explained the meaning thereof with knowledge .... . 


- Al - Aaraf (52) - 


fe 
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? 
As we have already seen, the Holy Quran is full of verses 

that depict the scientific action and reaction of cosmic bodies and 

natural phenomena in the universe. 

3 - We shall show them Our portents in the horizons and within 


themselves until it will be manifested to them that it is the truth; 
do not your Master suffice since He is witness over all things?. 


- Fussilat (53) - 
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4- .... We have neglected nothing in the Book 


- Al- Anaam (38)- 


(TA) pa Qe Ae oo “CitG USS Gaibeeteesededi: > 


5- O you assembly of jinns and men ! If it be you are able to 
penetrate through the diameters of the Heavens and the Earth, 
then do penetrate; you will never penetrate through them save 
with (Our) sanction. 


- Al - Rahman (33) - 
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This verse is regarded as indicative of man’s ability to dominate 
space when Allah offers him the suitable theory and the technical 
means. 


Space navigation is however, faced by many obstacles, but 
amongst the main difficulties comes the problem of protection 
against active cosmic rays and high energy ultraviolet radiation. 
In this respect the Holy Quran again says what means : 


6 - On you will be sent splinters of fire (cosmic radiation) and 
smokeless fire (ultraviolet radiation) and you lack defence. 


- Al - Rahman (35) - 
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The interplanetary space is practically an extension of the 
solar atmosphere. It starts near the sun by an outflow of 
extremely hot gases upon which are imposed plasma flows. High 
energy particles (cosmic radiation) are ejected into space. 

7 - And you see the mountains you deem them solid yet they fly 
with tke flight of clouds... F 
- Al - Naml (88) - 
Gis? 
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From the astronomical point of view is this verse not an 
evidence of the earth’s rotations? 


Naturally Allah is aware of man’s need for knowledge in this 
life; and so science is the message of Islam. 


Prophet Muhammad (prayers and blessings be upon him). 
says : 


Imbue wisdom from whatever source it may come from . 


The propagation of Islam and Islamic thought has not been 
the work of men only, but the Muslim woman has also 
participated partly in jobs. The causes that contributed to the 
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success of Muslims in spreading their religion are numerous : 
Of these causes are : 


1- No God save Allah. 

2 - Muhammad is just one of the prophets, and Islam should not 
be called Muhammadanism. 

3 - Simplicity of the Muslim creed. 

4- No contradiction between Islam and science. 


45 


46 


II. SOCIALISM OF KNOWLEDGE AND EDUCA- 
TION IN ISLAM 


In the light of what has been mentioned before in thisseries 
of pocket - books, one can readily realize that Islam had induced 
vast impact on the progress of human thought and society. The 
Holy Quran distinguishes the learned people from all others for 
bearing the torch of Divine Light and being Allah’s agents to 
banish ignorance from the minds of mankind. The Holy Quran 
says what means : 


.. Say, shall they who have knowledge and they who have it not 


- Al - Zomar (9)- 


Muhammad (prayers and peace be upon him) said : 


1 - The search for knowledge is obligatory upon all Muslims 
males and females. 
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This, evidently means that every Muslim must learn and 
search for knowledge as a requisit by Islam. 
2 - He who goes in search of learning is in the path of Allah until 
he returns back. 


Islam also makes it incumbent upon those who have learned 
to teach others who have not. In most cases free instructions, 
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books, papers, pens, lamps, food and water were regularly 
supplied to the students. Board and lodging at the educational 
establishments were available without any charge. The ancient 
university of Al - Azhar (more than 1,000 years old) in Egypt is 
an example. In fact, al - Azhar remains.as a good example of the 
Islamic universities elsewhere... 


Prophet Muhammad (prayes and peace be upon him) also 
said about knowledge : 


Seek knowledge even in China. 

As said before, knowledge in Islam means all branches of 
learning conveyed by the word which the human mind could 
conceive of. This broad meaning is made clear by the Holy Quran 
which says what means : 


Do you not see that Allah sends down water from the sky 
thus We produce thereby fruits of varied hues and that in the 
mountains there are white and red tracks of different intensity 
and others of raven black colour? And of people, beasts and 
cattle there are likewise different hues? Verily, of all Allah's 
worshippers those who are imbued with knowledge fear Him 
most; surely Allah is Mighty, Gracious. 


- Fatir (27 - 28)- 
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Recently Al - Azhar University established faculties for 
teaching modern scienes. Originally it was specialised mainly in 
Teligious sciences such as : proper reading of the Holy Quran and 
its interpretation, traditions of the Prophet, language, and the 
like... 
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Ii]. ABOUT THE PROPHECY OF MUHAMMAD 


Muhammad (prayer and peace be upon him) would not have 
pretended to be a prophet (or claim prophecy) and yet suffer for 
his claim the most severe, dangerous and cruellest afflictions for 
about 23 years, without having rest, security or even peace. 


Tens of thousands of his followers (the Sahaba) exposed 
themselves to loss of life and property without realizing from his 
claim any wealth, affluence, authority or splendour of the type 
which pretenders and their followers usually attain. 


However, Muhammad’s people sometimes offered him 
valuable property and sometimes authority and kingship to 
withdraw from his call to Islam which abolished their religions, 
discredited their intellects and nullified most of their habits. 


Sometimes the revelation brought Muhammad (prayers and 
blessings be upon him) what caused him pain, or declared him 
mistaken in an opinion he had held, or even blamed him for an 
action of his. The following is an example. 


(The Prophet) Frowned and turned away; because there 
came to him the blind man (interrupting); but what could tell you 
that perchance he might grow in spiritual understanding; or that 
he might receive admonition and the teaching might profit him; 
as to him who regards himself selfsufficient; to him do you 
attend; though it is no blame on you if he grows not (in spiritual 
understanding); but as to him who came to you striving earnestly; 
and with fear in his heart; of him were you unmindful; oh no....). 


- Abasa (1 - 11) - 
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Moreover. whoever reads the Holy Quran will find in it 
arguments with the Jews and the Christians regarding their 
beliefs and philosopby notably those concerning God. For 
example the Holy Quran says what means : 


- And the Jews said : 
Allah’s hand is tied up; be their hands tied up and be they 
accused for the (blasphemy) they utter...) 


- Al - Maida (64)- 


(ty sat UBC TY Si UL att iy 


2 - And the Jews call Uzair a son of Allah and the Christians call 
Christ the son of Allah; that is their saying by their mouths 
imitating what the unbelievers of old used to say; Allah’s curse be 
on them as long as they are deluded away from the truth. 


- Al - Tawba (30) - 
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3 - They do blaspheme who say : (surely) Allah is the Christ son 
of Mary... 


Eve 


- Al - Maida. (72)- 
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4- They do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a 
trinity... 
- Al- Maida (73) - 
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From the finance point of view, Islam imposes upon every 
Muslim generally : 


1- A tax of 2.5 per cent when possessing ten gold pounds (or 
equivalent currency) per one year. 

2- An equivalent tax is also imposed upon trade goods. 

3- A tax on camels, sheep and goats whose proportion differed 
according to the difference in their number. 

4- A land tax and the tithe. A tenth of the harvest or a half, in 
accordance with the method of irrigation adopted, when the 
harvest amounts to fifty kilograms or more. 


5 - The fitr tax is paid for every individual every Ramadan (for 
himself and those whom he supports.). 


For non-Muslims, only a sort of poll - tax is imposed., whose 
amount is four dinars a year for the rich, two for the middle class 
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and one only for the poor. From these are exempted, the old, 
children, women , those who are unable to earn a living, those 
who are devoted to worshipping and slaves. Evidently, this 
means the people who are free, sane, able to work and do earn 
money, in return for the general services achieved by the state for 
its subjects. Of these services are : defence, building, digging 
canals, paying salaries.. etc.. 


Obviously, Islam imposed a mild tax on the land in exchange 
for its use. Muslims were, by comparison with others, the most 
human and merciful people the world has ever known. Some 
European writers as: Gustav Le Bon, Sir Thomas Arnold, 
Norman Baines and many others have reached the same 
conclusion. 


SKY AND HEAVENS 
ASTRONOMICALLY AND AS MENTIONED IN 
THE HOLY QURAN 


I WHAT SKY AND HEAVENS MEAN 


For reasonably acceptable interpretation of the Quranic 
verses, it is preferable to use the word “sky” to stand only for the 
earth’s atmosphere and its blue dome which appears by day over 
our heads. The word “heavens”’ strictly means all the heavenly 
bodies from which the entire universe has been built up. The 
following verses readily reflect these two meanings : 


1- And We made the sky (the atmosphere) preserved roof yet 
they care not to recognize its (multiple) services. 

- Al - Anbiyaa (32)- 
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As said before (in Book 3), the earth’s atmosphere renders 
vital services to living creatures on earth, notably human beings. 
2 - ... And the water that Allah sends down from the sky (nimbus 
clouds in the atmosphere), then gives life therewith to the earth 
after its death... 


(11) ela! 


- Al - Bagara (164)- 
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3 - That whom He wills to leave straying He makes his breast 
close and constricted as if he has to rise up in the sky. 


- Al - Anam (125) - 
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It is well known that atmospheric oxygen decreases with 
increasing height above the earth’s surface. This is why any 
individval rising up in the sky without external protection soon 
feels as though his breast has been constricted, - see aslo 
Book (2). 


4 - With power and skill did We construct the heavens and indeed 
We are expanding them. - 


- Al - Zariyat (47) - 
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The receding of the galaxies and the consequent expansion 
of the universe are well known in astronomy. 


5 - And not the weight of an atom in the earth or in the heavensis. 
hidden from your Master. 


- Unos (61) - 
hy pele d 
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6 -.....And nothing is hidden from Allah either in the earth or in 
the heavens. 


- Ibrahim (38) - 
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7 - And indeed We have made zodiac-signs in the heaven and We 
have made it fair seeming to the beholders. 


- Al - Hijr (16) - 
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The planets and moon are always found in space within a 
narrow belt centered on the ecliptic, called the “zodiac” or (the 
zone of the animals). The zodiac was divided into twelve parts or 
“signs’’. Their representation on paper looks almost like decora- 
tion : Aries (ram), Taurus (bull), Gimini (twins), Cancer (crab), 
Leo (lion), Virgo (virgin), Libra (balance), Scorpio (scorpion), 
Sagittarius (archer), Capricornus (goat), Acquarius (water - 

bearer), and Pisces. (fishes). 


The blue sky which appears over our heads during daytime 
has no real existence. It is nothing more than the result of the 
scattering of sunlight in the lowest layers of the atmosphere 
extending to about 200 kilometers above the earth’s surface. 
Scattering is produced by air-molecules, water - vapour and 
dust-particles suspended in the air. For true scattering of light to 
take place, the particles must be smaller than the wave-length of 
the scattered light, otherwise diffuse reflection takes place 
instead of scattering. 
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The amount of light-energy which may be scattered is inversely 
proportional to the fourth power of the wave length of the 
scattered light. In other words, when two waves of light of length 
0.6 and 0.5 micron respectively are scattered, the ratio of the 
scattered energy will be : 


scattered energy (1) 5x 5x .5x.5 
scattered energy (2) .6 X 6X 6X 6 
_ 625 | 
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The sun radiates maximum light-energy in the blue wave- 
length which is relatively short compared with the yellow or red 
wave lengths. Maximum scattering of Sunlight, therefore, takes 
place in the range of the blue light, within the first 200 kilometers 
of the atmosphere and give rise to the blue colour of the sky. 


Il, ARE WE ALONE IN THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE? 


This question was raised probably since man dwelt the earth, 
but has not yet received the final answer. Scientifically speaking, 
it is acceptable to assume that wherever physical environments 
like these of the earth prevail over any other planets in the vast 
universe, life can evolve and beings can nourish and flourish with 
the passage of sufficient time up to the stage of human beings. 


Miraculously enough, the Holy Quran gave thé answer to this 
question about 1500 years ago. Several verses refer (in various 
ways) to the existence of wise beings in heavens. Thus we read, 
for example what means : 


1- Seek they then other than Allah’s religion? And to Him 
submitted whoever in the heavens and the earth. 


- Al - Imran (83)- 
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2- Whoever in the heavens and the earth ask Him... 


- Al - Rahman (29) - 
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3- And your Master best knows those who are in the heavens 
and the earth.... 


- Al - Israa (55) - 
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4- All those in the heavens and the earth ask of Him; every 
moment He is in a state (of glory). 


- Al - Rahman (29) - 
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5 - There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes to 
Al - Rahman (the Beneficent) as a servant. 


- Mariam (93) - 
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6 - Have you not seen that to Allah makes submission whoever is 
in the heavens and whoever is in the earth... 


- Al - Haj (18) - 
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7 - Have you not seen that Allah do glory for Him all those who 
are in the heavens and the earth.... 
- Al - Nur (41) - 
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8 - Say : No one in the heavens and the earth knows the unseen 
but Allah... 


- Al - Naml (65) - 
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9 - And of His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth 


and what He has spread forth in both of them of living beings; 
and He is all-powerful togather them together when He wills. 


- Al - Shura (29) - 
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10 - And to Allah makes obeisance every living creature that is in 
the heavens and that is in the earth and the angels (too) and they 
are not proud. 


- Al - Nahi (49)- 
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This last verse is amongst the verses which clearly differenciate 
between angels and other beings, or material creatures, on 
planets (similar to our own earth) dispersed through the vast 
universe. In the age of science, astronomers believe that we are 
not alone in the entire universe. 
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Ill. SEVEN HEAVENS 


Celestial bodies are of different sizes, nature and forms. The 

most common are : stars (including suns), planets, satellites (like 
the earth’s moon), comets, meteorites and meteors. The so = 
called galaxies are formed of billions of stars within each 
individual galaxy. Solar systems generally include unique systems 
composed of : sum, planets, satellites, meteorites comets and 
meteors. 


Evidently, these members comprise six types of celestial 
bodies, apart from the earth’s atmosphere which also exists over 
our heads. Their total number is seven! The number seven, 
therefore, may be taken to stand for the different types of 
structure appearing over our heads. The Holy Quran says what 
means : 

1 - Blessed is He who made zodiacs in the heavens and made 
therein a lamp and a bright moon (reflecting light). 


- Al - Furgan (61) - 
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2 - And He has made subservient the sun ana tne moon, each one 
moves swiftly to an appointed time. 
~ Luqman (29) - 
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3- ....And all float on in orbits. 
- Yasin (40) - 


4~ Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars that 
you can see... 


- Al - Raad (2)- 
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5- And He withholds the heavens from falling on the earth 
except with His permission. 


- Al - Haj (65) - 
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Surely, nothing falls from outer space and may reach the 
earth’s surface except meteorites. The earth's atmosphere plays a 
big réle in splitting them into fine dust, apart from a limited 
number of occasions in which the meteorites reached the earth’s 
surface. 


For a long time some people used to think that the heavens 
may be regarded as dwelling homes, mainly for ghosts, spirits and 
could be angels too! 


Again, astronomically speaking, with respect to us on earth, 
however, the entire uliverse can be regarded as composed of 
seven heavens, one after the other as follows : 


1- The solar system (5 light hours in diameter). 
2 - Our galaxy, or the so - called the “Milky way”, (100,000 light 


years in diameter). 

3 - The “Local group”, which contains 17 known galaxies spread 
over a region in space about 3 million light years. The nearest 
galaxy (in space) to our galaxy is called Andromeda. It is a 
member of this group, and lies a distance equal to 750,000 light 
years from the milky way. There may exist a few uhdiscovered 
members, notably in regions hidden by the dust of the milky way. 
The diameter of the sphere enclosing all the members of the local 
group averages 2.3 million light years. 

4- The cluster of the first order : 

Beyond the local group, at a distance of a few times its diameter, 
we find another similar group of galaxies like the local group. 
The nearest rich cluster of galaxies is the Virgo cluster. It lies at 
about 50 - 70 million light years from us. The linear diameter of 
the cluster is about 7 million light years. 


5- The cluster of the second order : 


Several experts in astronomy are of the opinion that a large 
collection of clusters of the first order comprises a second order 
cluster. The overall diameter of this supercluster is between 100 
and 150 million light years. The total mass of this supercluster is 
not less than 10 raised the power 15 (10'S) solar masses. 


6~- Clusters of the third order : 


These are supposed to be groups of clusters that exist 
beyond the second order cluster. They are not easily conspicuous 
to us. The most remote clusters of this order at distances between 
2 and 3 billion light years. The total volume of the space occupied 
by the remote clusters is 10 raised to the piower 14 times the 
space occupied by our own galaxy. 


Evidently the universe isa universe of galaxies. Also, there 
is a tendency for glaxies to be found in clusters, and for the 
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clusters themselves to be grouped in second order clusters. 
7- Galaxies as Radio Sources : 


Since World War (1), some thousands of discrete radio 
sources, each occupying a- small region in space, have been 
discovered and catalogued. There is evidence that most of those 
distant sources are extragalactic. At present, there are about 100 
radio sources that have been identified with individual galaxies. 
The rads galaxies fall into two groups: normal and peculiar 
galaxies emitting radio waves. Some of these galaxies have been 
observed to be receding from us at about 15 per cent of the speed 
of light! Others recede at greater speeds, approaching 80 per cent 
of the velocity of light! They are called (quasi - stars) or 
(quasars). They are between 5 and 15 billion light years away 
from us. Allah says in the Holy Quran what means : 


1 - Indeed I could swear by the sites of the stars; and it is a great 
oath if you are aware of them. 


- Al - Wagia (75 - 76) - 
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2 - Verily in the creation of the heavens and of the earth, and in 
the variation of night and day, are signs for those of understand- 
ing minds. 


- Al - Imran (190)- 
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3 - .., Those who muse on the creation of the heavens and of the 


66 


earth : O our Master, say they, You have not created this in vain; 
glory be to You... 


- Al - Imran (191) - 
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4-.... Do they not consider the kingdom of the heavens and the 


- Al - Aaraf (185) - 
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5 - Surely Allah upholds the heavens and the earth lest they come 
to naught, and if they come to naught none can uphold them after 
Him.... 


- Fatir (41) - 
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Finally, to those who just argue without back-ground of 
knowledge, the Holy Quran says what means : 


6 - .... Say; have you any knowlege so you would bring it forth to 
us? You only follow conjecture and you only tell lies. 


- Al-Anaam (148) - 
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7 - And when it is said to them come to that which Allah”has 
revealed and to the Messenger, they say : Sufficient for us is that ~ 
wherein we found our fathers; (what!) even though their fathers 
knew nothing and had no guidance ! 


Fa 


- Al - Maida (104) - 
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